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clear illustrations and up-to-date references. The 
book starts with "general principles" which 
include a well written chapter on arterial and 
venous haemodynamics. The book continues 
with "Aneurysmal Disease" where there is an 
authoratative chapter on Thoraco Abdominal 
Aneurysms written by Dr Sail. The following 
chapters include Lower Extremity Arterial Occlu- 
sive Disease and Thrombolysis. The latter is an 
in-depth review of the most recent studies on the 
subject. The last chapter deals with Venous 
Disease. The chapter on percutaneous trans- 
luminal angioplasty is quite superficial nd short. 
There is no mention of the problem of 
lymphedema. 
Overall it is an excellent book and I recom- 
mend it for registrars, residents and the busy 
vascular surgeon who needs a concise review on 
the subject. 
A.V. Sterpetti 
Rome, Italy 
Renal Vascular Disease 
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Saunders, 1996. 539 pages, price £75.00. 
The epidemic of atherosclerosis affecting popula- 
tions throughout the developed world has been 
associated with an increasing recognition of 
atherosclerotic renal artery disease as a correct- 
able cause of chronic renal failure and renal 
hypertension. Severe stenoses have a high proba- 
bility of progression to complete occlusion and 
irreversible ischaemic damage to the kidney 
within a few years. There is thus a strong case for 
greater efforts being made to identify and treat 
renal artery stenoses before such damage has 
occurred, and the number of radiological and 
surgical procedures on the renal arteries eems 
destined to increase. The appearance of a book 
drawing together current knowledge on the 
aetiolog~ pathophysiology, diagnosis and treat- 
ment of renal artery disease is therefore timely. 
This is a multi-authored work with 60 contrib- 
utors. Inevitably, almost wo thirds of these are 
from the United States, but the United Kingdom 
and mainland Europe are strongly represented. 
The text is clearly laid out in double column 
format and all of the chapters are well referenced. 
There are ample illustrations, including a large 
number of radiographs which, in general are 
well reproduced and interpreted. Four pages of 
colour plates perhaps add rather little, but the 
book is nonetheless very reasonably priced at 
£75.00. 
Although the book correctly concentrates on 
atherosclerotic renal artery disease, fibrodys- 
plasia, aneurysms, arteriovenous malformations, 
Takayasu's arteritis and atheroembolic diseases 
are all well covered. The occasional use of intra- 
arterial fibrinolytic therapy following acute renal 
artery thrombosis (often iatrogenic) is discussed, 
as are hypertension following renal transplanta- 
tion and the management of transplant renal 
artery stenosis, but traumatic disruption of the 
renal blood supply is not covered. The section on 
renal artery imaging includes appraisals of meth- 
ods still being developed, such as COa angiog- 
raph~ intravascular ultrasound, spiral CT and 
MRI. This is followed by comprehensive accounts 
of the pathophysiology and assessment of renal 
hypertension and ischaemic renal disease. The 
final one-third of the book describes the current 
medical radiological and surgical approaches to
the treatment of renovascular disease. 
Many aspects of the investigation a d manage- 
ment of renal vascular disease remain con- 
troversial, and it is inevitable, in a multi-author 
work, that conflicting points of view will be 
represented. Thus, the value attributed to Duplex 
ultrasonograph~ captopril renography and renal 
vein renin estimations in establishing a diagnosis 
of renovascular disease varies between authors 
and no consensus emerges. Similarl3~ differing 
views are apparent on the relative merits of 
balloon angioplasty (with or without stenting) 
and surgery as first line interventions. Curiousl~ 
the few papers which throw light on this question 
are barely referred to. In general the hazards of 
arteriography and endoluminal treatment are 
somewhat understated and steps which can be 
taken to minimise the risks insufficiently 
emphasised. 
Definitive answers to many of the questions 
raised do not exist and should not be expected by 
the reader. It would nonetheless have been 
helpful if the editors had provided an overview 
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at the end of each main section of the book, 
highlighting both controversies and areas of 
general agreement. Despite this omission, this is 
an excellent book, providing a comprehensive 
and generally readable account of current knowl- 
edge in the field. It will be invaluable to nephrol- 
ogists, interventional radiologists and surgeons 
who are, or may soon be, involved in the 
treatment of renal vascular disease. 
S. Brearley 
London, U.K. 
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